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9 September 2008

Mr Harry Cohen MP
House of Commons
LONDON SW1A OAA

Dear Mr Cohen,
Flood Risk
Thank you for sending me a copy of the letter which you have received from the Environment
Agency.
I apologise for being slow in coming back to you with information about our local gas and
electricity installations at flood risk, but Thames Water have been very slow in responding, as
they do not seem to know who will have the necessary information. I am still waiting to find
out if Thames Water have any flood risk precautions, but in view of the present weather
situation, I thought that I would let you have the information I have gained so far.
Electricity Sub Station
This is an EDF installation, no: 50116, which is listed as on Preston Drive, rather than Nutter
Lane, where it actually stands. As you know, it is on the border of the flood risk zone – due
to the River Roding. It has a transformer chamber with underground cables which can go
from high to low voltage and vice versa.
EDF do not know whether flood risk protection has been installed. The standard flood risk
protection for a sub-station like this one, is a bund wall, to protect water getting into the
building, this would be built inside the metal doors and therefore not visible from the road. A
plastic tube with a red ping pong ball is set up inside the building to record the level to which
the water reached, if the wall were breached.
The only way that EDF could know if this sub-station has been protected, is to send someone
to inspect it.
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Water supply and sewage installations
Thames Water have two installations – a clean water pumping station at River Close by the
Redbridge roundabout – close to the River Roding so well inside the flood risk area and a
sewage pumping station on Lorne Gardens, which is on the border of the flood risk area. I am
told that the sewage works between the Aldersbrook Estate and the River Roding has been
closed and the sewage pumped in a sewer pipe down the A406 towards Barking.
I hope that this is of assistance.
Yours sincerely,

Helen E Zammett
Chair
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